State Tree

“White Pine”

The towering white pine of Michigan’'s lush forests of the pioneering days was adopted as the
official State Tree on March 4, 1955. The white pine was the focal point of one of Michigan’s
greatest industries, lumbering, and the northern woods rang with the sound of the lumberman’s
axe. Both Michigan and the state of Minnesota claim to be home to the legendary Paul Bunyan.
On Arbor Day in 1955, lawmakers attended special ceremonies during which small white pine
trees were planted in the capitol lawn.



